


May 16, 1963 


Public Records Office 
Chancery Lane 
London W.C. 2, England 


Attention: Secretary 
Gentlemen: | 


You were kind enough to give me sufficient detail with. 
respect to the 20 shillings Virginia currency notes | 
so that I do not require photographs. I wanted to 

let you know in view of your letter of 10 April, 1963. 

I have, however, a new request relating to another 
matter. 


In The Calendar of State Papers, Colonial Series 
(1574-1660), pages 285 and 290, there is a reference 
to Lord Maltravers obtaining a license in 1636-8 to 
stamp farthings for export (Yol. IX, Item 132 and 
Vol. X, Part of item 10). 


I am particularly interested in whatever license Lord 
Maltravers received to stamp farthings and utter the 

same in all of His Majesty's Plantations, except Maryland. 
Would you be kind enough to see if you can locate this 
document or documents. 


There are,in addition,references in The Calendar of 

State Papers, Colonial Series, on pages 238 and 266, 

one of them apparently being a letter from Sir John 

Harvey, Governor of Virginia, to Sir Francis Windebank, 
dated June 26, 1936. ‘7 . rr ¢ 
Would you be kind enough to examine these documents — 
and send me the cost of obtaining a photocopy of any 
of them which relate to the proposed circulation of 
such coin in America. i 


Thank you for your continued cooperation. 


\ 
ee) chine yours, 
i 
ERIC Pe NEWMAN 
L00 Washington Avenue 
St.Louis 2,Missouri 


UsSeAe. 
EPN/atb 
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Maltravers received to stamp farthings and utter the 

same in all of Wis Majesty's Plantations, except Maryland. 
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for Secretary. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 
400 Washington Avenue, 
ST. LOUIS 2, 
Missouri, 
U.S.A. 
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June 11, 1963 


The Secretary 

Public Records Office 
Chancery Lane 

London, W. GC. 2, tngland 


Dear Sir: 
In accordance with your letter to me dated May 22, 1963 
I would appreciate it if you would send me the following 
items: 

G.0, 1/9, Mo. 132 10 sh. 

S.P, 38/18, 16 Feb. 1638/9 5 sh. 

6.06 1/9, No. ye ? 5 she 
Their cost aggregates 20 shillings which, with the post- 
age and packing charge of 3 shillings is 23 shillings. 
This amount will be sent to you by Spink & Son, Ltd. 
I sincerely appreciate your helpfulness in searching 
out the items which I write for and, in the future, 
I will see to it that the limited time available in 
your office is not burdened by any time consuming 
matters. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

400 Washington Avenue 
St.Louis 2, Missouri 
U.6.A, 


EPN/atb 


SF 38/08 
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APPENDIX 10 
GEORGE III 


(a2) ‘A Proclamation. For giving Currency to a new Coinage of Copper Money of One 
Penny and Two Penny Pieces.’ [London Gazette, No. 14035, p. 759, 8-12 August 1797] 


‘Whereas in consequence of the unanimous Address of Our Commons of Great Britain, in Parlia- 
ment assembled, praying that We would be graciously pleased to give Directions that Measures 
might be taken for an immediate Supply of such Copper Coinage as might be best adapted to the 
Payment of the Laborious Poor in the present Exigency; We have thought fit to order, that certain 
Pieces of Copper should be coined, which should go and pass for One Penny and Two Pennies, and 
that each of such pieces of One Penny should weigh One Ounce Avoirdupois, and that each such 
Two Penny Pieces should weigh Two Ounces Avoirdupois; the intrinsic Value of such Pieces of 
One Penny and Two Pennies, Workmanship included, corresponding as nearly as possible with the 
nominal Value of the same respectively. 

‘Provided that no Person shall be obliged to take more of such Copper Money, in any one Payment, 
than shall be of the Value of One Shilling.’ 

[Proclamation dated—‘at Our Court of St. James’s, July 26. 1797.”] 


(6) Newspaper report of a case of illegal trading with counterfeit copper—13 May 1800 


‘Base Copper Coin 


‘In consequence of the repeated advertisements that have lately appeared from-a person who 
called himself Thomas Stridwick, a linen-draper and hosier, residing in Little St. Andrew Street, 
Seven Dials, offering to take counterfeit halfpence and farthings in payment for the whole amount 
of any quantity of goods purchased at his shop, and which it was proved he took for only half their 
original value, a warrant was issued by Mr. Ford for the apprehension of him and his shopman, 
John Crouch, who were immediately brought to the Office for examination, when it appeared from 
‘the testimony of two persons, who were obliged to be admitted as evidence for the Crown, as by 
uttering the base coin for less than its nominal value, they would otherwise be considered as particeps 
Criminis, that on going on Monday evening to purchase a pair of worsted stockings at the prisoner — 
Stridwick’s shop, he told them the terms on which he dealt, when paid in bad halfpence and farthings, 
namely, that he must receive two bad halfpence instead of one good, for every article so sold; that: 
the Witness gave him 120 bad halfpence instead of any other good money, to the amount of half- 
a-crown, in payment for a pair of worsted stockings, which did not seem to be worth eighteen- 
pence. ‘The prisoner Crouch being also proved to be active in the sale of the said stockings, was 
included in the charge. The defence set up by Stridwick was, that all the base halfpence and farthings 
so taken, he sold by weight to the Copper Company, to be melted down. A very large quantity of 
bad halfpence and farthings were found in his house, which were ordered to be detained, and the _ 
Prisoners were committed for further examination.’ 








ized copper issues of both periods were ultimately brougnt to 4 stalusuis. 
ip Counterfeits, mostly of halfpence, began to appear soon after 1725. At first, current 
coin was melted down and re-made mainly into low-weight imitations of the 1694-1701 


1 Craig, p. 233. + Joseph Harris, An Essay upon Money aid Coins, 1st ed., 
2 Ibid., p. 250. Pp- 45, footnote. 
3 For details see Snelling (iii), p. 44. 5 Ibid., p. 65. 


GEORGE II : 205 


issues, but a little later forgers seem to have found it more profitable to imitate the current 
Georgian pieces in low-grade copper.! It must be remembered that counterfeiting of 
veh coin was still treated merely as a misdemeanour incurring only slight penalties, 
but by about 1740 it had become so widespread that some amendment of the law to 
en ible more severe punishment to be inflicted was clearly necessary. In 1742, therefore, 
it was enacted? that any person convicted of counterfeiting ‘brass or copper money, 
commonly called a halfpenny or a farthing’ should be imprisoned, together with his or 
her accomplices, for two years and find sureties for good behaviour for two further years. 
[t was also provided that informers should be paid £10 for each conviction, and accom- 
plices who turned king’s evidence and secured two or more convictions should be par- 
doned. Although not actually stated in the statute, it appears that the making or passing 
of counterfeits which were not an ‘exact similitude’ of the official coins, i.e. not close and 
obviously deliberate imitations, was not usually regarded as a breach of this law. Conse- 
quently it needed but one or two successful test cases in the courts to point the way to 
a new and fairly safe form of counterfeiting, for providing the types and legends of the 
regal issues were not too closely followed, there was a fair chance that the charge against 
the forger would fail. This loophole may have been intentional, as Barnard suggests, to 
protect makers of card counters, &c., many of which bore monetary designs.3 

It may be reasonably inferred from a letter in the Gentleman’s Magazine for 1752+ that 
these new counterfeits or ‘evasions’, as they came to be called, first began to appear in 
1751, for it is stated therein that in the beginning of the spring of 1751—‘these authors 
[i.e. forgers] publish’d their works in a new edition: the practice of making counterfeit 
halfpence was revived with this improvement, that as they were before cast in sand, they 
were now made in a stamp or press. .. . A common stamp, with two pair of hands, is 
capable of turning out 50 gross in a day: that several of these engines are thus employ’d 
is evident from the variety of impressions that have appeared among us, all distinguishable 
from one another and from the genuine halfpence,s to which the counterfeits are very much 
inferior.’ | | 

The majority of these evasions,® as distinct from the ordinary ‘facsimile’ type of counter- 
feit, can be said to resemble the official pieces only in so far as they bear a portrait of some sort 
on one side, and a figure more or less resembling Britannia on the other. Their obv. legends 
are often either corruptions or grossly (and no doubt purposely) misspelt versions of the 
official ones, e.g. GLACIOVS DEI PAX; GEORGUIS IIT RUX; GOERGIUV II 
PAX and so forth. Others bear a variety of names, CORNWALLIS - IND: (PI. 50, z) ; 


1 Craig, p. 253. 6 About 500 of which are briefly described in Atkins, 
2 Statute 15 George II, chap. 28. Tokens of the Eivhteenth Century, pp. 385 et seq. See also 
3 F. P. Barnard, ‘Forgery of English Copper Money in ‘English Copper Coins and Counterfeits’, by L. F. Ham- 
the Eighteenth Century’, NC, 1926, p. 343. Much of the mond, Proc. Croydon Nat. Hist. and Sci. Soc. 1927-8, vol. x, 
interesting material in this monograph was gleaned from __p. g5, and M. L. Paterson, ‘Eighteenth Century Imita- 
Colquhoun’s Treatise of the Police of the Metropolis, 1796 tions of British Regal Copper Coins’, The Numismatist, 
and 1800 editions. vol. 69 (1956), pp. 387-96, 546-51, and 658-65 (numerous 
4 Vol. xxii, p. 500. 5 The italics are mine. poor illustrations). 
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GEORGE III 


25 OCTOBER 1760-29 JANUARY 1820 


ALTHOUGH no copper coin bearing the portrait of George III appeared until 1770, a 
small issue totalling £3,810'—apparently all farthings—was struck in 1762 and 1763 
from dies of George II, dated 1754.2 The next official issue (and, as it turned out, the last 
to be struck in copper by the Mint until 1821), appeared between 1770 and 1775. This 
consisted of halfpennies and farthings to the value of £46,455, struck at the same weight 
as before, i.e. 23d. to the lb. 3 

It is clear from the many contemporary references to the counterfeiting of copper 
between about 1770 and the end of the century that this scandal had become more 
extensive than ever, largely because the Act of 1742, under which the offence had been 
made punishable with two years imprisonment, had never been strictly enforced. On 
24 June 1771, however, it was enacted} that counterfeiting of copper should be deemed 
a felony, and that the premises of persons suspected of it could be searched, under warrant, 
for coining implements, &c., but according to Colquhoun this new law had little effect. 

From its very commencement the 1770-5 issue was steadily melted down and remade 


into light-weight counterfeits, and of this the Monthly Review for September 17714 com- 


plained that ‘though there had been a new coinage and twenty tons is already delivered 
to the public, and yet we see but few of them, owing to their being destroyed by the 
makers of counterfeit halfpence, who have but little prospect of putting off theirs while 
there is plenty of good coin’. From a statement in the Gentleman’s Magazine for 1789,5 that 
counterfeit halfpence also circulated in Scotland ‘where the common people would not 
receive the halfpence of George III’, it would appear that the acceptable counterfeits 
must have been of the evasive kind. Supplies of thesé appear to have been provided at a 
fat profit north of the Border by certain tradespeople in the south who advertised goods 
for which they would accept payment in counterfeit copper at a special rate. Accumula- 
tions of these counterfeits were then sold in the north.® 

In 1787 the Mint reported that only 8 per cent. of the coin then in circulation ‘had 


. some tolerable resemblance to the king’s coin’,”7 and as a remedy they recommended the 


issue of copper coin struck at 12d. to the Ib., i.e. about double the previous weight. Speci-" 
men halfpennies and farthings for this coinage were made and there is little doubt these 


1 Craig, p. 251. | | . 3 Under Statute 11 George III, chap. 4o. 
2 Snelling (iii), p. 46 (writing in 1766), states that there # Vol. xlv. See also Ruding, ii, p. 83. 
was coined ‘since the accession of his present majesty, in 5 Vol. lix, p. 464. 


1762, 10 to. 8 hd. 2 qr., and in 1763, 7 to. 5 hd. 3 qr. in 6 For a contemporary (1800) account of this kind of 
farthings from the dies of his late majesty of 1754, nodie of _ trafficking in counterfeits see Appendix 10 (0). 
copper money for his present majesty having yet been sunk’. 7 Craig, p. 253. 





